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relating to the environment, relating to eco-
nomic growth in a specific area. And if you
look at Peter Vallone’s record here in New
York City, I defy you to find another city
official anywhere else in America who has
been as innovative in three things that all go
together: improving education, fighting
crime, and being responsible with the budg-
et. You will not find a better record of reform
from any big-city official anywhere in the
United States. And I think that is very impor-
tant.

Now, why is that important? Because
whatever we do in Washington, it has to be
made live on the streets of America, in the
communities, and in the States. And I can
tell you—I was a Governor for 12 years; I
know a little about that job. And as we move
into this next period of our Nation’s history,
we have given you the smallest Federal Gov-
ernment in 35 years. We have focused far
more on empowering the American people
to solve their own problems and less on set-
ting up new bureaucracies.

But we have also given big, big new re-
sponsibilities to the States. The Governors
will have more to do than anybody else with
whether we really succeed in adding 5 mil-
lion children to the ranks of those with health
insurance. The Governors will have a great
deal to do with deciding whether all these
funds we’re trying to get in education actually
lift the learning of our children all across
America. And I could go on and on and on.

So I’m here not just because this man is
my friend and he has stood up for me, but
because, far more important, he has stood
up for and led the people of New York City
in an exemplary way, in a reformist way,
building a better future for our children.

And let me just make one last point that’s
very much on my mind today. I’m sure that
most of you saw in the press that the young
man who was beaten so badly in Wyoming
passed away today. We don’t know the facts
of the case, and none of us should comment
on them or prejudge anyone. But the indica-
tions are that he was beaten so badly because
he was gay, by people who were either full
of hatred or full of fear or both. And yet if
you think about it, the thing that’s special
about America is that we’re supposed to cre-
ate a place for every law-abiding citizen in

this country, no matter how different we all
are, one from another—by race, by religion,
by circumstance, by neighborhood—no mat-
ter what.

One of the things I have tried hardest to
do as President—I think with more success
in the country than in Washington, DC—is
to reconcile Americans to one another and
to make us all understand that we don’t have
to be afraid of each other if we share the
same values, follow the same rules, and are
committed to building the same kind of fu-
ture. That’s another reason I’d like to see
Peter Vallone have a chance to serve as Gov-
ernor, because I think he’s that kind of per-
son.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:25 p.m. in Conrad
Salon E at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to former Mayor David
Dinkins of New York City; Mr. Vallone’s wife,
Tena; and Special Envoy Richard Holbrooke, the
President’s nominee to be Ambassador to the
U.N.

Statement on Congressional Action
on the ‘‘Digital Millennium
Copyright Act’’
October 12, 1998

I am pleased that the Congress has passed
the ‘‘Digital Millennium Copyright Act.’’
This bill will implement the two new land-
mark World Intellectual Property Organiza-
tion (WIPO) treaties that my administration
negotiated. These treaties will provide clear
international standards for intellectual prop-
erty protection in the digital environment
and protect U.S. copyrighted works, musical
performances, and sound recordings from
international piracy.

American copyright-based industries that
produce and promote creative and high-tech-
nology products contribute more than $60
billion annually to the balance of U.S. trade.
This bill will extend intellectual protection
into the digital era while preserving fair use
and limiting infringement liability for provid-
ers of basic communication services. I look
forward to signing this legislation into law,
and I urge the Senate to ratify these treaties
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so that America can continue to lead the
world in the information age.

Remarks at a Reception Honoring
Senatorial Candidate Charles
Schumer in New York City

October 12, 1998

Thank you very much. What a gift. Thank
you. Now you all have us in the right frame
of mind. Let me say to all of you, I thank
you for the warm welcome. I thank Iris and
Jessica and Alison and all of Chuck’s and Iris’
family for being here. And I thank you for
being part of Chuck’s family at this important
time.

I’m delighted to have the chance to be
here with a number of distinguished New
Yorkers, and I just want to mention a few.
First I’d like to thank Gerry Ferraro and
Mark Green for being here and showing their
support. It means a great deal to me to see
them put the profoundly important issue of
this Senate seat first and their concern for
the people of New York first. I’ll never forget
it, and I hope none of you do as well.

I’d like to welcome City Councilman Tony
Weiner, the successor to Chuck Schumer in
the United States Congress, for being here.
And I don’t want any of you to forget how
terribly important it is to reelect our wonder-
ful State comptroller, Carl McCall, who is
also here. Thank you very much, Carl. Our
candidate for attorney general, Eliot Spitzer,
who’s here; thank you, Eliot, for being here.

I told Eliot earlier tonight that’s the best
job I ever had. [Laughter] When I was attor-
ney general, I didn’t have to hire people or
fire them, appoint people or disappoint
them, raise taxes or cut spending, and if I
did the first thing unpopular, I could always
blame it on the Constitution. [Laughter] But
it really matters who has the job, and I hope
you’ll help him. Thank you for being here,
Eliot.

I’d like to welcome Manhattan Borough
President Virginia Fields, Assemblyman
Robert Ramirez, and City Councilmen Wal-
ter McCaffrey and Ken Fisher—all of them.
Thank you all for being here. And I know
our State party chair, Judith Hope, is here,

and I want to thank her for the wonderful
job she’s done for New York.

Now, I told Chuck Schumer when he de-
cided to take on this Herculean task that if
he ever needed anybody to fill in for him,
just to call me, and I’d try to do it. [Laughter]
So here I am.

I want to say I’ve been a little bit amused
by some of the things that have been said
in this Senate race, including, apparently, the
contention that Mr. Schumer doesn’t have
a good voting record in the Congress. And
I don’t see how any Republican could criti-
cize any Democrat for not voting in Congress
this year. I mean, this Congress has worked
fewer days than any Congress I can remem-
ber. It’s the first Congress in 24 years not
to pass a budget resolution. And the reason
they’re still there so close to the election is
they blew the 9 months before. So nobody
in the Republican party should be blaming
any of the Democrats for what they didn’t
do. And I hope you’ll remember that when
you see that ad.

Let me just say, they’re showing some real
progress now, and we’re working with them
in good faith. But if it weren’t for these nego-
tiations, now 11 days after the beginning of
the new budget year, if it weren’t for the
fact that we’re still there, finally looking at
education and some of the other serious
issues before us, this Congress would be
known as the one that killed campaign fi-
nance reform, that killed the tobacco legisla-
tion designed to protect our children from
the dangers of tobacco, that killed the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights, that killed the minimum
wage, that continued the assault on the envi-
ronment, that attempted to divert the surplus
before we could save Social Security first,
and had taken no action to date on either
education or the imperative nature of invest-
ing in the International Monetary Fund so
that our country can continue to lead the
world in this time of financial turmoil.

Now, if I were a part of their caucus, I
don’t believe I would be criticizing someone
like Chuck Schumer for not showing up for
duty. Let me tell you some of the things he
did vote for. In 1993, when a single vote
would have turned the tide the other way,
Chuck Schumer voted for my economic plan
that reduced the deficit 92 percent, before
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